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Sir: 

In accordance with Rules 56, 97 and 98 of the Rules of Practice in Patent Cases, this 
Information Disclosure Statement provides citations relating to the captioned application. 
Applicants hereby request the Examiner to review and make an independent evaluation of each 
listed citation. 



There are 5 Japanese prior art references, which are listed on the attached PTO-1449 Form 
and copies of all citations listed are enclosed. 



ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /G.V./ 
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In addition to the accompanying citations, Applicants, and/or the undersigned attorney may 
have seen or considered other information relating to the subject invention; however, it is their best 
present recollection and judgement that they have not seen or considered any such other 
information which is material to the examination and/or patentability of the captioned application. 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed solely for the purpose of compliance 
with the above-identified rules and is not intended to be a substitute for either an independent 
evaluation of the cited information by the Examiner or an independent search by the Examiner and 
• no representation of any nature is made or intended by this statement. 



Respectfully submitted, 



CAROTHERS AND CAROTHERS 




Floyd B. Carothers Attorney for 
Yoshinori Fujii 



Reg. No. 242,252 
(412) 471-3575 
(412) 281-2180 (fax) 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as First 
Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 10 i.qq(> 
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